
Explaining Report Cards

An education at Discovery College is about actively combining challenging and enriching experiences
with academic rigour and creative opportunities.  The IB philosophy emphasises providing students
effective and timely feedback and opportunities for reflection upon development.  Discovery College
believes that assessment, both formative and summative, is an integral part of teaching and learning.
A range and balance of assessment activities is conducted, as no one style of assessment will
properly cover all the objectives of a subject. Please look at your child’s unit-by-unit reporting to see
their achievement, their specific next step/s, and their reflections on what they specifically need to do
to improve.

This MYP Semester report provides a brief course outline of what work has been completed. There
are two reporting periods (semesters) in the year.  Each semester is independent - the achievement
grades at the end of that semester are based on evidence gathered during that semester only.
Grades do not “carry over” into the next semester.

At the end of each semester, teachers determine the most appropriate achievement level for each
criterion. All forms of assessment and classroom evidence are considered, not just formal
summative assessment tasks. Teachers will analyse the achievement levels of students over the
course of the semester. Work completed in class may be considered in the overall level of
achievement.

At the end of each semester, teachers need to determine an overall achievement grade for each
subject. In the MYP, the grades for the four subject-specific criteria are added together and the grade
boundaries applied.

These grade boundaries are published by the IB and given below.

MYP subject grade boundaries

Overall Level of Achievement Boundaries

1 0-5

2 6-9

3 10-14

4 15-18

5 19-23

6 24-27

7 28-32

In the MYP, the overall achievement grade will be on the 1-7 scale, and the grade gained will be
consistent with the overall grade descriptors, published by the IB, and are given below.

With feedback being one of Discovery College’s strategic objectives, it would be advantageous for
you to refer to the table below and continue the conversations that help your child to reflect on their
learning, for each subject, by discussing:

- What is going well?
- What are your areas of development?
- How will you make these improvements?



Grade Descriptor

1 Produces work of very limited quality. Conveys many significant understandings or lacks
understanding of most concepts and contexts, very rarely demonstrated critical or
creative thinking. Very inflexible, rarely using knowledge or skills.

2 Produces work of limited quality. Expresses misunderstandings or significant gaps in
understanding for many concepts and contexts. Infrequently demonstrates critical or
creative thinking. Generally inflexible in the use of knowledge and skills, infrequently
applying knowledge and skills.

3 Produces work of an acceptable quality. Communicates basic understanding of many
concepts and contexts, with occasionally significant misunderstandings or gaps. Begins
to demonstrate some basic critical and creative thinking. Is often inflexible in the use of
knowledge and skills, requiring support even in familiar classroom situations.

4 Produces good-quality work. Communicates basic understanding of most concepts and
contexts with few misunderstandings and minor gaps. Often demonstrates basic critical
and creative thinking. Uses knowledge and skills with some flexibility in familiar
classroom situations, but requires support in unfamiliar situations.

5 Produces generally high-quality work. Communicates secure understanding of concepts
and contexts. Demonstrates critical and creative thinking, sometimes with sophistication.
Uses knowledge and skills in familiar classroom and real-world situations, and, with
support, some unfamiliar real-world situations.

6 Produces high-quality, occasionally innovative work. Communicates extensive
understanding of concepts and contexts. Demonstrates critical and creative thinking,
frequently with sophistication. Uses knowledge and skills familiar and unfamiliar
classroom and real-world situations, often with independence.

7 Produces high-quality, frequently innovative work. Communicates comprehensive,
nuanced understanding of concepts and contexts. Consistently demonstrates
sophisticated critical and creative thinking. Frequently transfers knowledge and skills
with independence and expertise in a variety of complex classroom and real-world
situations.

Community Engagement
Learning Advisors provide ongoing support to students in their Community Engagement efforts, and
also monitor their progress. The grade awarded is either ME “meeting expectations” or NME “Not
meeting expectations”.

The Arts
Due to our timetable, students will have only just begun the third rotation within the Arts subjects. The
work that students have completed will be reported on during Semester Two.

Discovery Time
You would notice on your child’s timetable that they have Discovery Time; this occurs every day and it
provides a chance to build student/teacher collaboration, increase opportunities for independent
learning, and focus our attention on key aspects of visible wellbeing. There is flexibility in this time,
and the possibilities for targeted and year level appropriate engagements. Discovery Time is a time
for Learning Teams, Community Service, Study Blocks and Study Skills, Relationship and Sexual
Education, wellbeing, peer support, and service clubs/activities. Due to the wide variety of activities, it
will not be reported on.


